	Events Leading To The War Summary



	Section 1:  Trouble on the Frontier

· British settlers moved into lands claimed by the French in the Ohio River Valley

· After early British defeats at Fort Duquesne, Fort Niagara and Lake George, France was defeated

· Under the 1763 Treaty of Paris, Britain and Spain took control of all of France’s North American possessions
	Section 3:  From Protest to Rebellion

· After Parliament passed the Tea Act, American colonists dumped cases of British tea into Boston Harbor

· The Intolerable Acts further tightened Britain’s control over the American Colonies

· The first major conflict between American colonists and British soldiers took place at Lexington and Concord on April 18th, 1775



	Section 2:  The Colonists Resist

Tighter Control

· To avoid conflict with Native Americans, Britain issued the Proclamation of 1763 forbidding settlement west of the Appalachian Mountains

· After the end of the war, Britain strengthened its control over the American colonies by imposing a series of new taxes

· Colonists protested Britain’s actions by boycotting British goods
	Section 4:  The War Begins
· The 2nd Continental Congress met in Philadelphia in May 1775 to deal with the deepening crisis with Great Britain

· The British surrendered Fort Ticonderoga to a small American force led by Ethan Allen

· When the Olive Branch Petition failed, the Continental Congress approved a more militant statement of purpose
· Although the Patriots lost the Battle of Bunker Hill, George Washington finally drove the British from Boston




	The American Revolution Summary

	Section 1:  A Nation Declares Independence
· Thomas Paine’s pamphlet Common Sense convinced more Americans to support independence from Britain

· The Declaration of independence used Enlightenment ideas and careful logic to show why Americans wanted to be free of British rule
	Section 3: The War Widens
· African Americans fought on both sides of the Revolution, often in the hope of gaining freedom

· As men went to war, women took on added responsibilities 

· Important battles took place on the western frontier and at sea

	Section 2: A Critical Time
· As fighting moved from New England to the Middle States, American troops faced many setbacks

· The Battle of Saratoga was a turning point in the war

· As a result of the American victory at Saratoga, France decided to aid the American cause
	Section 4: Winning Independence
· In the final stages of the war, fighting shifted to the South, ending in the British surrender at Yorktown

· In the treaty of Paris, Britain recognized American independence

· The American Revolution and the Declaration of Independence have inspired people in other nations who sought freedom


