The Early 1800’s & The Era of Good Feelings


1. Building a National Identity

· POTUS Monroe’s time in office is referred to as the “Era of Good Feelings”

· The Federal Government begins to raise taxes on produced goods that need to be transported to support Northern factories, since the Southern states have very few factories and most of their goods are shipped to them, they will pay a lot more than Northern states for the same goods

· The SCOTUS begins to uphold and increase the power of the Federal Government over State Governments

2. Dealing With Other Nations

· The USA acquires Florida from Spain in 1819

· England begins to give more rights to Canadians who resist French attempts to control Canada

· Most of the Spanish held lands in the America’s begin to rebel from Spain by seeking American protection

· The term Manifest Destiny is used to defend Americans taking all lands between the USA and the Pacific Ocean and ultimately resulting in  a war with Mexico over Texas, New Mexico, Arizona and new found gold deposits in Northern California

3. The Age of Jackson

· John Quincy Adams serves only 1 term in office due to his failure to work with Congress and the American people

· A new political party called the Democrats emerges to allow white American males to have more control over government
4. The Indian Removal Act of 1830

· After small amounts of gold is found in the Southern Appalachian Mountains, the US Government forced Native American Tribes to move west of the Mississippi river onto isolated and confined sections of land called “reservations”

· Thousands of Native Americans died resisting removal from their homes and/or the journey to Oklahoma called “The Trail of Tears”

· Although many tribes are removed from their land, the Cherokee are treated the most harsh followed by the Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek and Seminole Nations

5. The Industrial Revolution

· By the end of the 1700’s, advances in technology allowed goods to be produced cheaply and quickly by machines

· Due to soil, weather and other factors, most Northern States shift their economy from agrarian to industrial and immediately begin to see financial, technological and transportation improvements (i.e.: the train), Southern States already making a majority of their money from farming elect to remain an mostly agrarian society

· Factory owners in the North quickly see large profits and begin to experiment with how to raise their profit margin even higher by removing safety and cleanliness standards to a low and dangerous level
6. The North Begins to Transform

· Cities grew rapidly during the 1800’s and crowding, disease and fast spreading fires were common problems

· Advances in technology begin to benefit Northern factories more than Southern farms

7. The Plantation South

· Cotton production was greatly increased with the invention of the Cotton Gin by Eli Whitney

· As cotton production grew, the number and value of enslaved Africans increased dramatically
· In the face of cruel conditions, many enslaved Africans resisted slavery

8. The Challenges of Growth

· By the early 1800’s, a flood of settlers westward helped many territories qualify for US statehood

· Better roads and canals further increased the rate of western settlement

· Tensions arose over slavery in the territories, but the Missouri Compromise settled the issue temporarily

Use your American Text Book to answer the following questions
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How did reformers and writers inspire change and spark controversy during the early1800’s? 





How did key people bring about reform in education and society? 


Concept:  Reform (page 414) 





How did American literature and art have an impact on American life? 


Concept:  Nationalism (page 431)





How did abolitionist try to end slavery?


 Concept:  Slavery (page 422)





How did the women’s suffrage movement begin?


Concept:  Democracy (page 427)








