Unit 12:  The Modern Era

The Information Age & End of the Cold War
Prerequisite Knowledge:  Students should be able to explain the competitive global technological advances due to the Cold War. 
	Essential Questions:   

1. Has the development of computers improved our lives?
2. Did the end of the Cold War prove that our economy was superior to the Soviets?




Learning and Clarifying Objectives:
1. Explain how the computer age has effected life in America and North Carolina  (8.H.3.2)
2. Explain how the Cold War ended
(8.E.1.1)
Major Topics:  The Computer Age, Fall of the Berlin Wall, Fall of Communism, Reagan and Gorbachev, Solidarity, The Reunification of Germany 
The War on Terrorism
Prerequisite Knowledge:  Students should be able to summarize the history of Middle Eastern nations, and compare/contrast between the major world religions.
Essential Questions:

1. Can terrorism be fought? 

2. Does the War in Iraq and on terrorism reflect our national ideals? 
Learning and Clarifying Objectives:

	1. Describe different perspectives on the modern war on terrorism  (8.H.1.2, 8.H.1.3.8.H.1.4)
2. Evaluate the actions of different leaders regarding the War on Terrorism  (8.H.1.5)
Major Topics:  September 11th 2001 Attacks, Operation Iraqi Freedom, Global War on Terrorism


America and North Carolina in Today’s World
Prerequisite Knowledge:  students should be able to relate the key economic, political and social figures, movements and events of America and North Carolina from the Colonial Period to present day

Essential Questions:
1. How do the events of history help us understand the world today?

Learning and Clarifying Objectives:
1. Explain how current events are similar or different to historical events (8.H.1.2, 8.H.1.3, 8.H.1.4)

Major Topics:  North Carolina’s role in the American economy, Current Events

