Unit 1:  Pre-Colonial North America

Essential Questions & Objectives


Geography

Prerequisite Knowledge:  Students should have arrived to this course with a mastery of geographic terminology, the 5 themes of geography and map skills.  They should also be able to identify and analyze important geographic features of North America and North Carolina based on earlier units of study.
Essential Questions:

· How can physical characteristics define a region?

· How can the geography of a place present opportunities and challenges?

Language and Clarifying Objectives:

Students will accurately label maps of major geographic features of NC and the USA and be able to describe the challenges and successes of NC region in a story.
8.g.1.1 – Explain how location and place have presented opportunities and challenges for the movement of people, goods and ideas in NC and the USA

8.g.1.2 – Understand the human and physical characteristics of regions in NC and the USA

8.c.1 – Understand how different cultures influenced NC and the USA

Native Americans & Early Explorers

Prerequisite Knowledge:  Students should arrive to this course able to identify and summarize key cultural traits of Native Americans groups from various locations throughout the North American continent.  They should also be able to identify and evaluate the forces that led to European exploration and colonization of foreign lands.
Essential Questions:

· Why is it important to learn about various perspectives?

· How can a location affect opportunities and challenges?

Language and Clarifying Objectives:

Students will be able to examine primary and secondary sources and use them to compare the perspectives of Native Americans and early European colonists and explorers in writing
8.h.1.3 – Use primary and secondary sources to interpret various historical perspectives.

8.h.1.4 – Use historical inquiry to evaluate the validity of sources used to construct historical narratives 

8.c.1.1 – Explain how exploration and colonization influenced Africa, Europe and the Americas

8.g.1.1 - Explain how location and place have presented opportunities and challenges for the movement of people, goods and ideas in NC and the USA

Early Settlements & Colonization

Prerequisite Knowledge:  Students should be able to identify different groups of people who came to the Americas and determine their motivation for doing so.
Essential Questions:

· How does the movement of people contribute to the development of societies?

· How do people influence economic, political, and social change?

· How can a location affect opportunities and challenges?

· How has exploration and colonization affected different groups of people and new lands?
· How do conflict, cooperation, and competition contribute to the growth of decline of an economy?
Language and Clarifying Objectives:

Students will be able to draw an image depicting an early colony
8.h.3.1 – Explain how migration and immigration contributed to the development of NC and the USA from colonization to contemporary times
8.h.3.3 – Explain how individuals and groups have influenced economic, political and social change in NC and the USA

8.c.1.1 – Explain how exploration and colonization influenced Africa, Europe and the Americas

8.g.1.1 - Explain how location and place have presented opportunities and challenges for the movement of people, goods and ideas in NC and the USA
