Trouble On The Frontier
Competing Empires

1. By the middle 1700’s, France and Britain each controlled large areas of North America, each country feared the other and sought to increase the area it controlled, these ambitions collided on the frontier and eventually led to war
2.  Natives lived on most of the land claimed by France and Britain, France treated the natives with more respect and did not intend to colonize their lands
3.  In 1753, the French began building forts between Lake Erie and the Ohio River, Virginia which claimed to own that land sent a young surveyor  from  the Virginia militia named George Washington to reclaim the land, Washington arrived too late to take Fort Duquesne,  instead he had to build a fort 50 miles south called Fort Necessity
4. Washington will ultimately be badly beaten by the French and told to return to Virginia with a message for the governor, do not ever attempt to come back to the Ohio Valley or face death
The Albany Congress

1. Expecting a war to break out soon, the British government called a meeting of all colonial governors to meet in Albany, NY and discuss how to defend the colonies
2. The British also invited the Iroquois tribes to the meeting, hoping to form an alliance with them, the Iroquois refused to join an English alliance instead joining the French

3.  Ben Franklin of Pennsylvania believed the only way for the colonies to survive the war was to join together as one army and fight the French-Indian forces, to support his idea Franklin created a flag of a rattlesnake cut into pieces with the slogan “Join or Die”
4. He drew up a plan called the Albany Plan of Union and called for an elected representative of each colony to form an assembly, they would have the power to tax and defend American interests

5.  The plan fails and the American Colonists remain loyal to the British during the war
The French & Indian War

1.  The British government decided it had to push the French out of the frontier lands in the Ohio River Valley, they sent General Braddock to attack Fort Duquesne, he will soon be joined by the Virginia Militia led by Colonel George Washington
2.  Braddock was taken by surprise at native/French fighting tactics and was quickly and brutally beaten throughout western Pennsylvania, Ohio, New York and West Virginia, Braddock himself was killed
3. England continued to struggle in the war as all parts of it’s army was getting beat from the Ohio Valley to the Great Lakes to Canada, by 1756 it looks like France may win the war
4. Prime Minister of England William Pitt decided to reorganize the British army and give command of units only to those Generals who themselves had a military education and combat experience, with in 2 years of this change England begins to win the war
5.  In 1758, England finally takes Fort Duquesne and renames it Fort Pitt (the site of Pittsburgh PA in today’s world), the sudden change of victories led the Iroquois to change sides and help the British
6.  England begins to capture city after city across Canada forcing France to retreat at almost every part of the New World
7.  By 1763, Montreal falls and France surrenders almost all lands to the English in exchange for a cease fire

