The War Begins
The Second Continental Congress

1.  Even after the battles of Lexington and Concord most Americans still did not favor independence
2.  As the crisis deepened, the delegates once again met in Philadelphia at the Second Continental Congress

3.  The Congress was divided on whether or not to declare independence but did agree that they needed to plan for defense against an oncoming war with England

4.  George Washington was chosen as commander of the new Continental Army
5.  The Congress also agreed to start printing money to pay troops to fight

The Next Steps

1. Many delegates to the 2nd Continental Congress still believed that a peace could be struck between England and America and wanted to take whatever steps necessary to avoid war
2.  The Olive Branch Petition was sent to King George III asking for a peaceful solution, King George refused to even read the letter
3.  Upon hearing that KGIII would not even read their letter, Congress next agreed to write a formal Declaration of Independence on July 4th, 1776
Early Battles

1.  On May 10th, 1775 troops from the Continental Army took control of Fort Ticonderoga gaining much needed weapons and supplies
2.  The Continental Army next set it’s sights on the City of Boston, surrounding the city and building a make shift fort on Breed’s Hill, While Washington ordered the Army not to engage the Redcoats until he arrived, the Minutemen opened fire forcing the British to charge the hill 3 times, England finally broke through American lines and forced the Minutemen to retreat for safety, this became known as the Battle of Bunker Hill
3.  As the Battle was ending, Washington arrived with his Continental Army and used artillery to attack military points in Boston, as a result of his heavy fire the Redcoats leave the City and head towards New York City
4. The part of the Continental Army that attacked Fort Ticonderoga next set it’s sights on invading Canada, English forces protecting the city of Quebec held strong and overwhelmingly beat the Americans forcing them to retreat back to Boston to rejoin Washington

