The Mexican-American War of 1846 played a significant role in the history of the United States

and Mexico. The United States gained 529,000 square miles of valuable Mexican territory.

Mexico lost this land and resources, cutting its territory almost in half.  Most Americans do not clearly understand what caused this war. Wars typically are fought to defend or seize land, or to destroy an enemy. In this case, the U.S. aggressively invaded Mexico. Mexico never invaded the U.S., contrary to what President Polk believed, and only defended its own territory.  With Mexico’s independence from Spain in 1821, its outlook seemed positive with limitless possibilities. 
Mexico’s frontiers were still under populated and had many riches to be discovered.

Following the Louisiana Purchase of 1803, many powerful men in the United States believed it

was their duty and destiny to spread the country to the Pacific Ocean. The Mexican territory

lay as a roadblock to be conquered, eventually leading up to the War for Texas Independence.

Texas had been part of Mexico, but there had been an influx of Anglos moving into the region.

These Anglos received permission to live in Texas under two provisions: first, they were to take

an oath of allegiance to Mexico; and second, to convert to Catholicism. It was difficult to

enforce these provisions because of Texas large land expanse. 
By 1936, there was a strong movement for Texas independence. After several bloody battles between the Mexican army and Texas Freedom Fighters, the Texans won their independence. The Treaty of Velasco was signed, the fighting stopped, and Mexican leader Santa Anna and his army returned home. However, hostilities rose again from a dispute over the southern boundary between Texas and Mexico. According to the Treaty of Velasco, the border was to run along the Rio Grande River. Mexico, however, claimed they had agreed the southern border would be the Nueces River.

Actually, this dispute was only a smoke screen by the U.S. for the ensuing Mexican-American

War. During the 1843 presidential elections, James K. Polk ran on the platform that included the

annexation of Texas. In actuality, Polk wanted California and New Mexico as well, and was

willing to do whatever necessary to get the territory. Mexico warned the U.S. if they annexed

Texas, it would be a declaration of war. In December of 1945, the U.S. officially annexed Texas.

Shortly after the annexation, diplomat John Slidell returned to Washington having failed in his

attempt to purchase Texas, New Mexico and California from Mexico. Because of this failure,

Polk devised a three-pronged military maneuver. The first prong sent General Zachary Taylor

to the Rio Grande; the second prong sent Colonel Stephen Kearney to the New Mexico

territory; and the third prong directed the U.S. navy to reestablish a blockade of Mexican ports

in the Gulf of Mexico. Polk had two goals in doing this; the first was to impose the American-

believed border along the Rio Grande. The second was to influence the people of those regions

to pressure the Mexican government to sell the territories to the U.S. If this could not be

achieved peacefully, Polk had troops in place to militarily take the territory from Mexico.
The question remains: Why did the U.S. win the war? Many historians side with former president

Ulysses S. Grant. Grant, as a soldier in this war, did not believe in the war Polk began, but as a

soldier had to follow orders. He concedes that the U.S. had better commanders (a majority of

them educated at West Point) in addition to better weapons and supplies. Grant claimed the

Mexican troops fought courageously despite poor leadership, bad army commanders, old

weapons and poor supplies.
Questions
1. How much land did the USA gain after defeating Mexico?

2. Who did Mexico declare its independence from?

3. Texas was originally a territory that belonged to which country?

4. What 2 things did Mexico require of American’s who wished to live in Texas?

5. Which treaty ended hostilities between Mexico’s army and Texas’ freedom fighters?

6. After the treaty had been signed, what caused another dispute between Mexico and the USA?

7. After Texas won it’s independence from Mexico, the USA annexed it as a possible new state.  The real reason for this was to draw Mexico into another war where the USA could also take which other states?

8. Which General and future POTUS was sent to defend and attack the region around the Rio Grande River?

9. POTUS Grant (who served in the war) claims that America won the war because of which factors?

10. Tell me 1 fact you learned about the Mexican American War that you did not know prior:
