The Articles of Confederation
· Our first version of a constitution

· Defined our government and limited our government

· Gave the states most of the power in government

· Some states refused to sign unless they were given more lands
Land Ordinances of 1785 & 1787

· 1785: creation of territories west to the Mississippi River, defined how they were to be sold, who could buy them, how acres were to be broken up into townships, how much land for education needs

· 1787: creation of 5 new states:  IL, IN, OH, MI, WI, set rules on becoming a new state and guaranteed protection for all settlers who moved west
Social and Political Tests for the Articles of Confederation 

· Economic:  each state set their own tax rate and trade deals, state money is worthless, states are beginning to only tax goods from other states, the central government has no power to help
· Foreign:  because we had no central government or executive, most foreign countries don’t want to do business with us.  Britain begins to put Red Coats back on USA soil in the 5 new states, Spain controls the city of New Orleans and the Mississippi River – they refuse all US ships from sailing on the river
· Social:  Massachusetts has high taxes resulting in many farmers not being able to pay.   The state begins to foreclose on many mortgages to pay debt.  Daniel Shays and 1000 farmers arm themselves and fight the Massachusetts Militia.  This is first time in USA history that our own citizens are rebelling against our new government, also shows the world that we cannot handle our own people

· After 6 years of independence, most Americans had come to the conclusion that the Articles needed help, a Constitutional Convention will be called in Philly  to decide if we should re-write the Articles or start over

The Constitutional Convention

· Held in Philadelphia at Independence Hall

· Franklin again leads the charge to fix our government, but he is feeling sick and actually dying
· 1st voted to keep everything in secret, windows closed, doors locked, guards at the entrance – the room is very hot and filled with stale air, the result is that the framers feel threatened and irritable

· 55 men from 12 states attend (RI did not), most were younger and full of political energy than before

· George Washington is the president of the convention (kept order), Alexander Hamilton (finances) and James Madison (writer of the constitution) stand out 

· Madison is referred to as “the father of the constitution” 

· Much of the time is spent fighting how our government should be run

The Virginia Plan

· During the 1st month, James Madison argues for a strong central government, 3 separate branches of government and to have 3 elected presidents at once

· # of representatives based on population size

· Led to strong arguments over letting the people vote for rep’s or should the state appoint rep’s

The New Jersey Plan

· Fought against the Virginia Plan

· Wanted only 1 house in congress and 1 vote per state 

· Congress would have the power to print money and handle all commerce

· Fighting becomes so harsh, that ½ of the framers threaten to leave the USA if the plan is passed

The Great Compromise

· Connecticut comes up with a plan to make large and small states happy

· Congress will get two houses:  a senate to speak for the state and a house to speak for the people

· Rep’s will serve 2 year sentences, Senators will serve 6 year terms

· Each state will have 2 votes in the Senate and different # of reps based on population

· Both sides agree to the new terms and the Constitution is born

The 3/5th Compromise

· Bitter fights over how $ should be made in all 13 states, because they are agrarian the southern states need the institution of slavery to support their economy and to offset the difference between  the large populations of northern states and their smaller ones

· Southern states argue that slaves should be counted as a part of the total population which will increase their number of Representatives in the House, northern states argue that if slaves can’t vote they can’t be counted for population

· Southern states threaten to leave the union if a compromise is not reached, northern states agree to let each slave count as 3/5ths of a person (basically every two slaves will count as one)

· Northern states agree to this compromise to keep the Union in tact, southern states agree because it allows their current economy to remain the same, the reality is that it strengthened slavery in America

· Although most northern states dislike the notion of slavery, they also allow the south to purchase slaves for an additional 20 years at which point is will become illegal to purchase any slave not currently in the United States of America, it does not end slavery or limit the selling of slaves across state lines
The United States Constitution

· The oldest still used document of it’s kind

· Where:  Independence Hall, Philadelphia  Pennsylvania

· Signed:  Sept. 17, 1787

· Ratified:  June 12, 1788

· NC Signers:  Blount, Spaight, Williamson

· Broken up into 3 parts:  the Preamble is an introduction, the Articles define how our government runs, the Amendments provide basic freedoms and protection of citizens

The Constitution (articles and amendments)
Article I – legislative branch (rules for congress, elections & state powers)

Article II – executive branch (rules for the president and vice president, impeachment)

Article III – judicial branch (rules for courts, jurisdiction and charges of treason)

Article IV – relations between the states (new states, territories, federal protection, rights across state lines)
Article V – provisions for amendment (how to change the constitution legally)

Article VI – debt, national law, oaths of office 

Article VII – Ratification (how to be a state)

Amendments

1. 5 freedoms (press, speech, religion, assembly, petition)

2. Right to bear arms

3. No quartering of troops

4. Search and Seizure

5. Due process, self incrimination, rights of the accused 

6. Trial by jury and impartial jury

7. Right to jury trial, appeals and precedent of prior cases

8. Cruel and unusual punishments

9. Natural rights not in the constitution

10. Powers of the states are to protect the people even if not in the constitution

11. Suits against states, federal vs. state jurisdiction 

12. Election of president and vice president, if no majority rule rep’s and senate pick

13. Abolition of slavery and limited rights for prisoners

· There more amendments, the first ten are called the Bill of Rights
