1776

· June 7

Congress, meeting in Philadelphia, receives Richard Henry Lee's resolution urging Congress to declare independence.

· June 11

Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman, and Robert R. Livingston appointed to a committee to draft a declaration of independence. American army retreats to Lake Champlain from Canada.

· June 12-27

At the request of the committee, Jefferson drafts a declaration that is the basic text of his “original Rough draught.” Jefferson’s draft—now in the manuscript collections of the Library of Congress—is reviewed by the committee before being submitted to the Congress.

· June 28

A fair copy of the committee draft of the Declaration of Independence is read in Congress.

· July 1-4

Congress debates and revises the Declaration of Independence.

· July 2

Congress declares independence as the British fleet and army arrive at New York.

· July 4

Congress adopts the Declaration of Independence in the morning of a bright, sunny, but cool Philadelphia day. John Dunlap prints the Declaration of Independence. These prints are now called "Dunlap Broadsides." Twenty-four copies are known to exist, two of which are in the Library of Congress. One of these was Washington's personal copy.

· July 5

John Hancock, president of the Continental Congress, dispatches the first of Dunlap's broadsides of the Declaration of Independence to the legislatures of New Jersey and Delaware.

· July 6

Pennsylvania Evening Post of July 6 prints the first newspaper rendition of the Declaration of Independence.

· July 8

The first public reading of the Declaration is in Philadelphia.

· July 9

Washington orders that the Declaration of Independence be read before the American army in New York from his personal copy of the "Dunlap Broadside."

· July 19

Congress orders the Declaration of Independence engrossed (officially inscribed) and signed by members.

· August 2

Delegates begin to sign engrossed copy of the Declaration of Independence. A large British reinforcement arrives at New York after being repelled at Charleston, S.C.

1777

· January 18

Congress, now sitting in Baltimore, Maryland, orders that signed copies of the Declaration of Independence printed by Mary Katherine Goddard of Baltimore be sent to the states.

1. What are natural laws?

2. According to the document, when is rebellion against a government justified? Identify the text explaining this justification.

3. How does the document characterize King George?

4. In the Declaration of Independence Thomas Jefferson listed twenty-seven abuses committed by Great Britain's King George III against the colonies. Which accusations offer the strongest evidence to justify demands for independence?

5. According to the document, what rights and powers should the newly independent states hold?

1. Who helped Thomas Jefferson draft the original declaration?

2. When did delegates actually begin to sign the completed document?

3. What did General George Washington order done with his copy?

4. Why do you think he gave this order?


In the Declaration of Independence Thomas Jefferson listed twenty-seven abuses committed by Great Britain's King George III against the colonies. These alleged abuses formed the main justification for independence.

Read the entire list beginning with "He has refused his Assent to Laws..." and ending with "He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us,..." 

Decide which ten accusations against the king offer the strongest evidence to back up the colonists' justification for independence. Rewrite them in your own words on the following chart.
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Part 3

Answer the Focus Question: What was the strongest grievance against King George III in the Declaration of Independence? Choose one of the items you listed above and write a brief essay that explains why it is the single strongest justification for independence.

