Attention Parents and Students,
East Cary Middle School requires that each student participate in a PBL activity in all of their classes.  I have done everything in my power to make sure this learning experience is not only educational but enjoyable and requires the least amount of work possible to complete.  With that said, the students will have some work to do and it will require your checking in with them to make sure they are hitting all “checkpoints” and due dates.  The project is set up over a long stretch of time with many check points along the way so that the amount of work required to complete the project is extremely easy to manage.  If at any point your student feels overwhelmed with the work, I can guarantee it is because they have not used their class time properly.  I have everything students will need posted on our class website and links will become active as we get closer to each deadline.  Our project this year will ask the question “does history mainly remember those who teach peace or those who teach hate”.  Students will look at 10 key historical figures (since 1900) and use quotes, research and their own critical thinking to answer.  While some of the project will require a personal answer, it must be backed up with empirical evidence.  My hope is that students do not focus on what the people have done that can be labelled as “good/peaceful” or “bad/hateful” but the impact of those events.  In the end students will create movies, PowerPoints or imaged presentations with voice over commentary to present their findings.  Students will post their final project on YouTube for the class to view.  I am 100% ok with you helping your student complete this work in every way, shape and form as long as it is their project and not yours. This should be their work with your help and not the other way around – so don’t let them trick you into being a 7th grade student again.
1. I am aware that if they have or have not turned in all three of the major check points.  If they have turned in all three they are allowed to work in a group setting or can choose to work alone, but once the decision has been it is locked in and will not be changed (IE:  if a student enters into a group and any group member does not do their work, I will not change the group and the group members will have to cover the work that is missing). 

2. I am aware that students who have not turned in all three major check points will not be able to work in a group with members who have done all their work.  They may still work alone or choose to be in a group with others that have not met the group criteria.

3. I am aware of the PBL page on Mr. Gouge’s website and that I should check there for all information prior to emailing to the teacher.

4. I am aware that to complete this project my student will have to do work out of school.  In lieu of scheduled homework, this project will be the only homework assigned.  If your student has to bring home any class work it is only because they did not use their time as required.  The school provides access to computers every homeroom, lunch and after school by request. You can also use the public library at any time.
5. I am aware that the final grade on this project will only be:  100% for work submitted on time and fully complete, 80% for work turned in late, 0% for work that is never submitted.

6. I am aware that work that is not 100% complete will not be accepted for any credit regardless of the reason or conflicts between group members, any work not 100% complete on the due date will be considered late even if turned in after school/class.

7. I am aware that Mr. Gouge is not responsible for anything your student may do on the internet in lieu of research and that I will double check my student’s privacy settings on YouTube before it is submitted.
8. I am aware that prior to any of the main three check points being due, all students were given a week in school with full computer access, over a week at home to work on it and then the deadline was actual pushed back to accommodate the snow days – every student should have had this work 100% done before the snow days occurred. 

9. I am aware that once a due date is set, there will not be any exceptions for any reason, work can always be turned in early.  

10. I am aware that if my student chooses to wait until last minute or the week before the project is due, the odds are that it cannot be completed and a new deadline will not be extended.

11. I am aware that the parent can help their student with the project in all aspects but should not do the project for the student.

12. I am aware that the website Wikipedia should not be used and all used sources must be cited or the project will receive a grade of 0% and labelled as plagiarism.
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