Unit 5 – Vocabulary


· Andrew Jackson:  7th POTUS, defended New Orleans from the British during the War of 1812, expanded the powers of the president, responsible for the Indian Removal Act 
· Assimilation:  The merging together of multiple cultures or the forced joining of cultures
· Battle of New Orleans:   the final battle of the War of 1812 and largest American victory of the war
· Eli Whitney/Cotton gin:  A machine invented by Eli Whitney to lower/end the need for slavery by having a machine separate seeds out of harvested cotton.
· Embargo:   The official ban of all trade and economic activity with another country
· Henry Clay:   War Hawk and US politician responsible for the Missouri Compromise between free & slave states
· Impressment:  the act of forcing someone to serve in a government or military 

· Indian Removal Act of 1830:   The act authorized POTUS Jackson to negotiate with the Native Americans in the Southern US for their removal to federal territory west of the Mississippi River in exchange for their homelands
· John Calhoun:   a leading American politician and political theorist (from SC) during the first half of the 19th century.  Leader of the “War Hawks”.
· Laissez Faire:  The economic belief that government should not interfere with private business, literally translated to “hands off”, let business happen naturally without interference 
· Lewis and Clark expedition:   an expedition sent by Thomas Jefferson to explore the northwestern territories of the US; led by Meriwether Lewis and William Clark; traveled from St. Louis to the mouth of the Columbia River from 1803 to 1806
· Louisiana Purchase:   In 1803, the purchase of all lands between the Mississippi River, The Gulf of Mexico, The Rocky Mountains to the Canadian border for $15,000,000 by POTUS Jefferson
· Manifest Destiny:   The belief that America has an innate right to expand westward as far as the land stretches, anything on that land also becomes property of the USA 
· Missouri Compromise:   an agreement in 1820 between pro-slavery and anti-slavery US states concerning the extension of slavery into new territories, Missouri can enter the USA as a slave state if Maine can enter as a free state
· Monroe Doctrine:   An official decree from POTUS Monroe that America will defend or go to war with any European nation that interferes with Central or South American affairs
· Nat Turner:  an American slave who led a deadly revolt against Virginia slave masters in 1831
· Nationalism:   patriotic feelings to an extreme belief that your nation is right and all others are wrong
· Sacagawea:   the Shoshone interpreter who guided the Lewis and Clark expedition across the new US western lands 
· Sectionalism:   a tendency to be more concerned with the interests of your particular group or region than with the problems and interests of the larger group and/or your country
· Sequoya:   Native American who helped to invent the written Cherokee language
· Star-Spangled Banner:   The nickname of America’s flag and official name of America’s national anthem
· Tecumseh:   a Shawnee Chief who tried to unite Indian tribes against the encroaching American  settlements
· Trail of Tears:  The route along which the US government forced several tribes of Native Americans, including the Cherokees, Seminoles, Chickasaws, Choctaws, and Creeks, to migrate to reservations west of the Mississippi River
· War hawk:  1800’s American Congressmen who advocated for war against all foreign powers that did not comply with American needs 

