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Common Core Lesson Plan

Topic: 
The American Revolution in the Carolinas, 1780-81

Title: 

King or Congress in the Carolinas?
Resources (primary resource documents, artifacts, material needs, etc.)

· Lord Germain’s Letter to Sir Henry Clinton
· Sir Henry Clinton’s 1st and 2nd Proclamations to the surrendered Americans after the siege of Charleston, SC

· Numerous additional quotes in a total of five handouts
· Liberty! The American Revolution, Episode 5 The World Turned Upside Down DVD copy or a streaming internet connection to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KMBLebtGm0U 
Common Core Standards

· WHST 1, 4 – 10 

· RH 1, 2, 4-8 

Essential Standards

· 8.H.1.5,  8.H.2.1
Background Information

· Students should be familiar with the causes of the American Revolution (Two Sides to Every Coin lesson) 
· Students should be familiar with the terms Tories/Loyalists, Whigs/Patriots, backcountry, The Declaration of Independence as well as the Battles at Moore’s Creek Bridge, Trenton, and Saratoga.
Instructional Sequence (before, during, and after instruction)

Step 1

Warm Up: Ask students to brainstorm reasons why students follow school rules or why do Americans follow local, state, and national laws?  Why do people to follow laws that they dislike such as paying taxes, driving the speed limit, or students follow a teacher’s instructions, like homework, running the mile in PE, etc.  What makes the power of the teacher and the government legitimate?  How can teachers/the government enforce unpopular rules or laws? When can unpleasant consequences like fines, jail terms, or even the use of deadly force be used to ensure the safety and security of a community?
Step 2

View Liberty: The American Revolution Episode 5 The World Turned Upside Down segments 3-4 or approximately 3:51 – 15:30 if you are streaming it.  These 12 minutes cover the British southern strategy, British appeals to the enslaved and the African-American perspective on the war, and the brutal backcountry conflict between the Loyalists and Patriots.  The topics are portrayed through re-enactors speaking primary sources and some overview/analysis from historians.
If time permits, segment 7 (approximately 25:00 through 33:27) covers General Nathaniel Greene’s strategy of losing battles but winning the war through exhausting Lord Cornwallis’ army and winning popular support.

Step 3

Direct Instruction: Briefly review the video and prior events of the American Revolution so that students understand the military stalemate in the north, the goal of British “Southern Strategy,” and the fact that the fighting in the Carolinas will be a bloody civil war as well as a war for independence.  Finally, tell students that after the surrender at Charleston, SC there is no army left to fight for independence in the South. 
Step 4

Divide students into groups to analyze the following documents and quotes:

1. The British Southern Strategy handout

2. The British commanders views on Loyalist militias handout

3. The First battle of the Waxhaws or Buford’s massacre handout

4. The Battle of King’s Mountain handout

5. The British Southern Strategy by the Numbers and Allies

6. The Battle of Guilford Courthouse(summarize using your textbook or Learn NC’s  http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/nchist-revolution/4235
Step 5

Report out to the class how each topic affected the legitimacy of:

A.  British and Loyalist American rule over the Carolinas 

B. The legitimacy of Patriot independence and governance through the state and the Continental Congress.

Step 6 Possible Assessments
Students choose 4 of events, individuals, or ideas and write 

Lord Cornwallis as a Principal

Banastre Tarleton as teacher

The Overmountain Men as students

General Nathaniel Greene as a governor or president (What would Greene do today?)

Choose a battle and create an analogy with it to school life, as a current event, or a prior historical events.
Students can create a timeline of 5 events and explain the significance of each

Students can choose to explain why the British lost the Carolinas or why the Patriots won them 
Sources
The British Southern Strategy

#1: Pearson, Jesse T., Maj. USA, The Failure of British Strategy During the Southern Campaign of the American Revolution, 1780-81,  A thesis presented to the Faculty of the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree  Master of Military Art and Science - Military History, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 2005,  page 100. Web June 10, 2012 <http://www.dtic.mil/cgi-bin/GetTRDoc?AD=ADA437052>

#2 Simms, Gilmore W. The Life of Francis Marion. Web June 10, 2012 <http://sciway3.net/clark/revolutionarywar/cp8.html >

#3 Buchannan, John. The Road to Guilford Courthouse: The American Revolution in the Colonies. New York, John Riley and Sons, 1997, Print. p. 72 

Lord Cornwallis on Restoring British Rule Throughout South Carolina

#1 August 1780 Order issued by Lord Charles Cornwallis after the routs at Camden and Fishing Creek. Web June 12, 2012 <http://battleofcamden.org/cornw_aug1780.pdf>

#2 Cook, Don. The Long Fuse: How England Lost the American Revolution 1760-1785. New York, The 

Atlantic Monthly Press, 1995, Print. p. 326

#3 Ibid., p. 329

#4 Pearson, Jesse T., Maj. USA, The Failure of British Strategy During the Southern Campaign of the American Revolution, 1780-81,  A thesis presented to the Faculty of the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree  Master of Military Art and Science - Military History, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 2005,  page 100. Web June 10, 2012 <http://www.dtic.mil/cgi-bin/GetTRDoc?AD=ADA437052>

#5 Ibid., p.49
Take No Prisoners: Tarleton’s Quarter or Buford’s Massacre and Pyle’s Hacking Match
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The Battle of Kings Mountain: "The Turn of the Tide of success."
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