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Governor Tryon’s Reforms:
· Established a permanent capital in New Bern
· Reorganized and strengthened the Church Of England in NC

· Stimulated economic growth

· Gained control of the colony by appointing his friends to offices in the back country region
The Regulator Movement:
· Upset citizens armed themselves and advanced on Governor Tryon’s mansion to overthrown his office

· The uprising began after citizens voiced concerns about:

· Rising taxes only benefiting the coastal regions

· Religious tensions between Anglicans and other denominations

· Government corruption left unchecked by Tryon

· Johnson Riot Act 

Battle of Alamance: 
· Battle between Regulators and Gov. Tryon’s militia
· Regulators ran out of ammunition and had to flee the battlefield

· Governor Tryon executed captured Regulators without due process

· Militia went town by town and demanded loyalty oaths to Tryon (by force)
Documents & Organizations:
· Committees of Correspondence: a group of radical leaders that increased the support toward independence through a secret and aggressive letter delivery.
· Sons/Daughters of Liberty: a group of radical colonists who organized boycotts, and protests (Boston Tea Party) against the British policies.  Members included Samuel Adams, John Adams, Patrick Henry, Paul Revere, and John Hancock

· Provincial Congress: a legislative body established in 1774 to govern the colony when Governor Josiah Martin disbanded the Assembly.

· 1st Continental Congress: in September of 1774, in Philadelphia, a delegation of colonists from 12 colonies met and ultimately demanded that Britain repeal the Intolerable Acts. They also planned a colonial boycott of British goods.

· 2nd Continental Congress: the Congress met again in 1775 and prepared to fight against the British.

· Declaration of Independence: the July 4, 1776 document issued by the Continental Congress by which the colonies declared their independence from Great Britain; includes the preamble, grievances against the King, their rights, and declaration of independence.

· Committee of Safety: an organization set up in each county once the war started to keep order and provide government.
· North Carolina’s Mecklenburg Resolves and Halifax Resolves:  aided in North Carolina’s declaration of independence from Britain.

Britain’s Taxes and Acts Against The Colonies :
· Navigation Acts:  a series of laws which restricted the use of foreign shipping for trade between England and its colonies
· Proclamation of 1763: prohibited the North American colonists from establishing or maintaining settlements west of an imaginary line running down the crest of the Appalachian Mountains
· Writs of Assistance: authorized customhouse officers  to search any house for smuggled goods without specifying either the house or the goods
· Sugar Act: a tax in 1764 on sugar, wine, and other important things
· Quartering Act: in 1765, the King of England ruled that British soldiers could stay/eat in anyone’s house they wished
· Stamp Act: In 1765 the new tax was imposed on all American colonists and required them to pay a tax on every piece of printed paper they used. Ship's papers, legal documents, licenses, newspapers, other publications, and even playing cards were taxed. The money collected by the Stamp Act was to be used to help pay the costs of defending and protecting the American frontier near the Appalachian Mountains (10,000 troops were to be stationed on the American frontier for this purpose).
· Townshend Acts: Taxes on glass, paint, oil, lead, paper, and tea were applied with the design of raising $.  Boston Massacre:  The Boston Massacre was a street fight that occurred on March 5, 1770, between a "patriot" mob, throwing snowballs, stones, and sticks, and a squad of British soldiers. Several colonists were killed and this led to a campaign by speech-writers to rouse the ire of the citizenry.
· Boston Tea Party: In 1773 “The Sons of Liberty”, marched down to Griffin’s Wharf to show their opposition to Britain’s oppression over America. Infuriated and fueled with emotion, they boarded the three Tea Ships that had arrived from London and proceeded to vehemently smash open and dump 342 crates of tea into the harbor. 
· Edenton Tea Party:  Organized by Penelope Barker in Edenton, NC, the tea part was one of the earliest organized women’s political actions in USA history.  In 1774, the women of Edenton (a major tea import city) formed an alliance supporting the American cause against “taxation without representation” by refusing to buy any tea on British ships.
· Tea Act: The Tea Act, passed by Parliament on May 10, 1773, would launch the final spark to the revolutionary movement in Boston. The act was not intended to raise revenue in the American colonies, and in fact imposed no new taxes. It was designed to prop up the East India Company which was floundering financially and burdened with eighteen million pounds of unsold tea. This tea was to be shipped directly to the colonies, and sold at a bargain price. Colonists in Philadelphia and New York turned the tea ships back to Britain. In Charleston the cargo was left to rot on the docks. In Boston the Royal Governor was stubborn & held the ships in port, where the colonists would not allow them to unload
· Intolerable Acts: The Boston Port Bill was intended to close down completely the Port of Boston until the East India Company was paid for their tea and Parliament was paid the tax due on the tea.  The Massachusetts Government Act declared that members of the Massachusetts Council would be appointed by the Governor, not elected by the Assembly. Also, town meetings could take place only with the Governor's permission. This act gave the governor full power to appoint local officials and the judiciary, and decreed that in the future, juries would be appointed by the sheriffs, not elected. The Administration of Justice Act provided that any British official serving in the colonies, who was accused of a capital offense could be removed from the colony and sent to another colony or to England for a fair trial. Through a new Quartering Act for the British Army, colonial citizens would be required to house and feed, in their private homes, British officers and troops. Finally, the Quebec Act was tacked on to the Intolerable Acts. It gave Canada's Catholics civil equality and guaranteed religious tolerance. It also gave the French vast territories west of the Appalachians. The colonists saw this as an attempt to renew their battles with both the French and the Indians.

Local Military Engagements:

· The Battle of Moore's Creek Bridge was considered a significant Southern victory because North Carolina Whigs banded together and greased the support beams of the bridge. The incoming Tories then began to slip and slide and were either shot or they retreated.

· The Battle of Guilford Courthouse slowed Cornwallis' progress as his troops marched through the southern colonies (unprepared in intense heat, high causalities because Nathanael Greene's forces were well prepared and aggressive) and thus, Cornwallis made a decision to regroup in Yorktown.

Strengths & Weaknesses:

· The British strengths (professional soldiers, Loyalist support, well-supplied, available soldiers) and weaknesses (poor leadership, home-sickness, false confidence, heat/humidity too much to bear) contributed to a few British successes on the field, but also to their defeat

· The American strengths (home front advantage, excellent leadership, patriotism) and weaknesses (lack of military experience, unhealthy, not well-equipped) contributed to a few battle defeats, but also to their ultimate victory.

Key People:

· William Tryon—North Carolina Royal Governor; successfully reformed the state and eliminated the Regulator movement; did more in ten years than any other governor. 

· Herman Husband—leader of the Regulator Movement.

· Edmund Fanning—corrupt tax collector under Governor Tryon.

· King George III—British king during the Revolutionary era.

· Penelope Barker—organizer of the North Carolina Edenton Tea Party in support of the British Tea Party

· George Washington—Commander of the Continental Army

· Richard Caswell—first governor of the state of North Carolina; led troops into the Battle of Moore’s Creek Bridge.

· Lord Charles Cornwallis—leading general of the British troops; surrendered to George Washington at Yorktown.

· Nathanael Greene—Continental general that divided troops in a successful attempt to confuse Cornwallis and the British army in the last year of the war.

· John Penn/Joseph Hewes/William Hooper—three North Carolinians that signed the Declaration of Independence.

· Thomas Paine—wrote the pamphlet Common Sense that outlined political, military and moral arguments for breaking away from Britain.

· Benjamin Franklin—helped secure French support for the American Revolution.

· Samuel Adams—founder of the Sons of Liberty.

· Thomas Jefferson—author of the Declaration of Independence.

· John Locke—his philosophies about natural rights, the social contract and civil society greatly influenced Jefferson and the writing of the Declaration of Independence.
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