1. Pre-Boston Massacre

 - Redcoats are more of a show of force

- They are harassed by SOL but mostly acting as an occupying police force

- The people tolerated the Redcoats but never accepted them

- Most of the population wants to remain British but seeks the King’s recognition

2.  After Boston Massacre

- Turning point in relations
- The people are angry and begin to doubt if they can stay British
- Soldiers are taken to court in America and found innocent, now average citizens begin to harass anything associated with England

- Patriot movement drastically heats up in Jan of 1775 when Thomas Paine writes “Common Sense”

3. Lexington and Concord
- The people’s Initial reaction is that things are as bad as they can be, there is no turning back now, King George will punish the colonies

-  Most of Congress still wishes to remain British and sends the “Olive Branch Petition”, which the king refuses to even read

- The People of Mecklenburg County NC send King George an official Declaration of Independence

- Ben Franklin knows there is no turning back now and calls for a second meeting in Philadelphia to evaluate the situation and see what actions America needs to take
4.  2nd Continental Congress
- Congress at first debates how to apologize to King George but soon realizes Franklin was right and after Common Sense, L&C, Meck Dec, They receive secret word that ships full of Redcoats have set sail from England. 

- Jefferson writes the official Declaration of Independence for all 13 colonies

-Congress gives permission to raise an army, contact foreign nations for help and hire George Washington as supreme general of the Continental Army
- The hope is that King George will see we are serious and give in to some of our demands, if he doesn’t then we will have an army ready to fight, word reaches Congress that England has hired mercenaries (Hessians) to subdue citizens until the Redcoats arrive and the War is underway

5.  Washington Takes Command of the Army
- Needing weapons and the chance to train his troops, Washington gives the order that no militia or Continental is to engage Redcoats with zero exceptions until he can attack Fort Ticonderoga. 
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