Jefferson Takes Office (pages 310-313)


1. Background Knowledge:

a. Which political part controlled the government until Jefferson’s presidency?

b. The many reforms of POTUS Jefferson were sometimes called?

2. Republicans Take Charge:

a. Why was the election of 1800 viciously contested (explain both points of view)?

b. Explain the election results between Jefferson, Burr and Adams

c. Which Constitutional Amendment was created to prevent this from happening again?

d. Who was the 1st president inaugurated in Washington DC? In what year?

e. What did Jefferson believe in? What two things did he do to start his presidency to show the people that he was “like them” and not a big government tyrant?

3. Jefferson Charts a New Course:

a. What was Jefferson’s 1st goal as POTUS?

b. What did Jefferson believe Washington and Adams had gotten too involved with?

c. What is the French term used to describe Jefferson’s economic beliefs?  Explain it.

d. To start cutting spending, who were the first two jobs that Jefferson either fired or significantly cut the number of people doing that job?

e. Jefferson’s largest financial cuts came when he did what?

f. What type of tax did Jefferson completely get rid of?

g. How did Jefferson plan to raise money for the government in lieu of federal taxes?

h. How did Jefferson deal with the Sedition Act started by POTUS Adams?

i. How did Jefferson treat the Federalist Party members that still served in government?

4. The Supreme Court and Judicial Review

a. Explain how the hiring of Judge William Marbury was controversial and what was Jefferson’s response to his hiring?

b. What is the significance of the landmark court case Marbury v. Madison?

c. What is judicial review?

5. Looking Back and Ahead

a. Jefferson long argued that the federal governments powers could only come from where?

b. What major issue did Jefferson discover that the Constitution failed to address?

